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2026 North Carolina Azalea Festival Scholarship Pageant
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REEDS

JEWELERS

Mayfaire Town Center
Independence Mall
REEDS.com

Full Servnce Landscape
Maintenance

910-231-3055
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Scholarship Pageant Co-Directors:
Kande Collins & Amy Queen

2026 Scholarship Pageant Committee:
Kim Kristof — Front of House Coordinator
Terry Collins — Set Design
Christy Hicks — Production Coordinator Mandy Anderson-Ille - Judges’ Coordinator
Betsy Cromartie — Contestant Coordinator Kim Kristof — Contestant Coordinator
Tammy Pruden - Contestant Coordinator

Thank You to our Encore & Major
Sponsors:

TRUISTRH e

i asa S [EEGID w0820 @ NDEeT 00 Gy ASN
o v pmma v ST L8 ARNY

BALLAST e

*

Mustess o Covoppins

MICHELLE BRAXTON CURRIN \G§

Michelle is a native of Goldsboro, NC. She is a graduate of Meredith College. Michelle has performed from New York to
New Orleans and throughout the Caribbean. Michelle is a two-time talent winner and 1st runner up to Miss North
Carolina in 1991. She made her theater debut on the Main Stage here in Wilmington at Thalian Hall. She loves
volunteering, performing and traveling. She currently resides in Fuquay Varina with her husband Ronnie Currin. She’s

thrilled to be here with you tonight as your Mistress of Ceremonies.
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Princess $6,250
1st Runner-Up $3,000
2nd Runner-Up $2,300
3rd Runner-Up $2,000
4th Runner-Up $1,500
STEM Scholarship Presented By Renaissance Dental Studio $2,000
People's Choice $250
Top Salesperson $250
McKinley Lanier Community Service $250

Miss Congeniality $250
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—=n Forever and always, I am proud to be your 2025 Azalea
Festival Princess, Mia Volety.
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. PAST PRINCESSES

1949 Marguerite Todd (Fornes)
1950 Barbara Hatcher (McDonald)
1951 Evelyn Bergem (Loftin)

1952 Mary Catherine White (Gregory)

1953 Mary Francis Davis (Worrell)
1954 Nancy Bates (Martin)
1955 Libby Beck (Cameron)
1956 Mary Frances All (Forester)
1957 Jukie Seaton (Patterson)
1958 Linda Kelly (King)

1959 Nancy Stovall (Horton)
1960 Frances Wood (Loughlin)
1961 Marty Allgood (Furr)

1962 Helen Raney (Pinckney)
1963 Fredi Crisp (Smith)

1964 Wanda Caines (Johnston)
1965 Kathy Seitter (Swango)
1966 Donna Bordeaux (Little)
1967 Susanne Burns (Smith)
1968 Sarah Mason

1969 Janet Evans (Farrior)
1970 Cheryl Fleishman (Issacs)
1971 Paula Davis (Noell)

1972 Connie Kearney (Coble)
1973 Debbie Fountain (Fugazy)
1974 Wende Fox (Lawson)

1975 Lynne Marie Williford
1976 Dean Herring (Bowen)
1977 Leigh Hobbs (Murray)
1978 Dee Dee Ward (Wright)
1979 Jackie Everette

1980 Lisa Pridgen (Tise)

1981 Julie Teachey (Teague)
1982 Laura Welch (Butcher)
1983 Lori Weeks (Boldt)

1984 Maria Paige Truitt

1985 Holly Mayo (Borden)
1986 Susan Skelton (Gough)
1987 Patricia Parker (Stone)
1988 Amy Wolfe (Lovelace)
1989 Angela Fipps (Boone)
1990 Amy Lennon (Queen)
1991 Stacie Nicole Davis

1992 Amy Linette Davis

1993 Stephanie Dawn Bilodeau
1994 Bonnie Warren (Palsa)
1995 Sarah Ronan (Buchanan)
1996 Nicole Simcoe (Baller)
1997 Elizabeth Harris (Carroll)
1998 Lauren Yerby (Bolick)
1999 Danita Davis

2000 Melanie Brooks

2001 Jamie Deaver (Ferguson)
2002 Hannah Manson (Mynhier)
2003 Ashley Patterson (Nunez)
2004 Claire Williamson

2005 Jannell Upton (Dunaway)
2006 Michelle Poulos (Woo)
2007 Lauren Smith (Hill)

2008 Joshlynn Starling (Justad)
2009 Zelle Brown (Wiggins)
2010 Abbey Starling (Nobles)
2011 Hannah Smith (Bowen)
2012 Julia Lovett

2013 Paxton Webster (Salke)
2014 Tori Mathew

2015 Haleigh Somberg

2016 Lilly Kays

2017 Emma Grace Wright

2018 Grace Tippett

2019 Claire-Emma Britt

2020 Brooke McIntyre

2021 Brooke McIntyre

2022 McKinley Lanier

2023 Avery Braithwaite

2024 Minh Vu

2025 Mia Volety
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EMMA KATHERINE WARREN

Emma Katherine Warren is a freshman at East Carolina University, where she is pursuing a Bachelor of Music in Vocal
Performance with a concentration in classical and operatic singing. Her passion for music has shaped her life from an
early age and continues to guide her academic and professional journey. Emma Katherine is an active member of the
ECU Chamber Singers and serves in the ensemble and choir at First Presbyterian Church. She has performed in full-scale
productions with Opera Wilmington, appearing in The Magic Flute and Tosca, further deepening her love for storytelling
through operatic performance. Throughout her singing career, performing the National Anthem has become one of her
greatest honors. She has been invited to sing at the North Carolina Azalea Festival Parade, the Azalea Festival Queen’s
Coronation, UNCW Basketball and Baseball games, Honor Flight send-offs, the World’s Championship Horse Show, and
numerous equestrian events across the country. In addition to her musical achievements, Emma Katherine is a two-time
World Champion equestrian. Competitive riding has been a defining part of her life, teaching her discipline and
resilience. The dedication required in the arena mirrors the commitment she brings to the stage. A proud graduate of
John T. Hoggard High School, Emma Katherine also completed coursework at Cape Fear Community College during her
high school career, demonstrating both academic drive and determination. In 2025, she competed at Miss North
Carolina’s Teen, earning double preliminary awards in both Evening Gown and Talent. Today, she proudly serves as Miss
North Carolina Volunteer and will represent her state as she vies for the prestigious title of Miss Volunteer America this

June.
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“Whether or not you believe in
fairy tales, every girl is a

princess to somebody.”

Good luck Violet! We are so proud of

our smart, strong, athletic princess!

LOVE
MOM, DAD, NONI, NOPI AND GAVIN
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Cleaning that goes
beyond the surface.

Residential
Move 1n / Move out
Post-construction
Listing-ready cleanings
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BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

Michael Franklin

President

Amy Dean Chris Gore
President Elect Vice President

Bernice Johnson Joe Irrera
Treasurer Secretary
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On behalf of the North Carolina Azalea
Festival and its Board of Directors, I am
honored to welcome you to the 2026 North
Carolina Azalea Festival Princess
Scholarship Pageant this evening. Tonight,
we will crown the 2026 North Carolina
Azalea Princess and give away more money
in scholarships than any other pageant in
the State except Miss North Carolina.

As President of the North Carolina Azalea
Festival, I am incredibly proud of each of
the young women competing tonight.
These outstanding participants
exemplify far more than grace and poise;
they are leaders, scholars, and
ambassadors who contribute
meaningfully to their schools,
organizations, and communities. Each
contestant embodies the beauty,
character, and spirit that define the very
heart of the Azalea Festival.

This evening holds particular significance,
as the young woman crowned will become
the 78th Azalea Festival Princess, serving as
the Festival’s sole year-round representative
and recipient of the Beverly Anne
Jurgenssen Scholarship Award. This
distinction honors excellence, commitment,
and service, highlighting the Festival’s
enduring dedication to promoting
education and leadership among young
women.

This pageant celebrates the best of
our Festival’s core traditions: service,
scholarship, community pride, and
the promise of future generations.
The young women on stage tonight
embody these values, underscoring
why this event is a cherished part of
our Festival’s legacy.

A huge thank you to our Major and Encore
sponsors for their generous contributions:
Atlantic Union Bank, Blade & Bow, the City of
Wilmington, Coastal Kia, the Hotel Ballast,
Liberty & Plenty Distillery, New Hanover
County, New Hanover Printing, the North
Carolina Education Lottery, Novant Health,
Rent-A-John, Stella Artois and Wicked Weed
of Adams Beverages, Truist, and the U.S.
Army. Your generous contributions make
events like this possible.

I invite you to join us from April 8th
through the 12th as we celebrate the
sights, sounds, and traditions that make
the North Carolina Azalea Festival so
special.

Thank you for joining us this evening
and for supporting these remarkable
young women. Please enjoy the pageant,
and welcome to the 2026 North Carolina
Azalea Festival.

Warmest regards,
Michael Franklin, 79th

2024 North Carolina AzaIeyﬁéggi%@é%%ﬁﬁpageant 13
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COASTAL HOMES COASTAL VIBES

Rooted in Wrightsville Beach.
Inspired by Coastal Living.

fnr our coastal cﬂmm 1ni

I help clients buy and sell thrnu,ghuut
Wilmington and Wrightsville Beach with
thoughtful guidance, strong local expertise,
and a calm, personalized approach.

Whenever you're ready, I'm hereas a
trusted local resource.

Wmtracoastal

REALTY CORPORATION

910.431.6114 « mbobo(@intracoastalrealty.com

wilmington . wrightsville beach « coastal north carolina




VIOLET DERRY

| WE KNOW YOU HAVE A BRIGHT FUTURE AHEAD OF YOU

ALL OUR LOVE GRANDMA & GRANDPA DERRY
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BEVERLY ANNE JURGENSEN
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On July 31, 2004, Beverly
Anne Jurgensen passed away.
Miss Jurgensen’s passing has
left a void in the North
Carolina Azalea Festival
family that will never be
filled. In memory of the
tremendous person that Miss
Jurgensen was to the
community and the North
Carolina Azalea Festival, the
young lady crowned Princess
tonight will receive the
“Beverly Anne Jurgensen
Scholarship Award.”

The Azalea Festival Officers
made the decision to name
the Princess’ scholarship
award in memory of Miss
Jurgensen because of her
astounding 49 years of
devotion and service to the
North Carolina Azalea
Festival. In 1992, Miss
Jurgensen became the first
female president of the
Azalea Festival. Prior to 1992,
Miss Jurgensen served as the
secretary of the Azalea
Festival for an incredible 25
years from 1965 to 1990.
During this same period,
Miss Jurgensen also served
as house manager of the
Azalea Festival. After
watching the first Azalea
Festival parade in 1948, she
served as a celebrity

escort for the Festival the
following year. In 1950,
Miss Jurgensen became the
first parade messenger.
Even after completing her
term as president of the
1992 Azalea Festival, Miss
Jurgensen continued to
serve as a member on the
Festival’s Board of
Directors from 1993 to 1996.
For the Azalea Festival’s
soth anniversary in 1997,
Miss Jurgensen was
instrumental in compiling a
historical compilation of
the event’s first fifty years.

In addition to her
remarkable contributions
to the Azalea Festival, Miss
Jurgensen worked in her
family’s trucking business,
ultimately becoming a
partner and general
manager for 22 years. After
parting from the trucking
industry, Miss Jurgensen
worked for approximately
28 years as the Director of
Human Resources for the
Wilmington Star-News.
Miss Jurgensen was the
first female member of the
Lower Cape Fear Personnel
Association and eventually
became its first female
president.

28 « 2026 North Carolina Azalea Festival Scholarship Pageant

Despite her long hours of work
in her career and for the Azalea
Festival, Miss Jurgensen still
found the time to serve on the
boards of many civic and
community organizations
including the City of
Wilmington Safety Advisory
Board; American Red Cross;
Employment Security Advisory
Board; Family Services Board;
Beta Sigma Phi sorority; and,
the Hospitality Board for New
Hanover Regional Medical
Center. Miss Jurgensen was
also an active member of St.
Paul’s Lutheran Church.

It is the hope of the Azalea
Festival’s Officers and Board of
Directors that the young ladies
participating in tonight’s
pageant, and those in future
years to come, will strive for
success in all aspects of their
lives. There is no better
example and role model of a
wonderful and successful life
than that of Miss Jurgensen.
The North Carolina Azalea
Festival will always remember
Beverly Anne Jurgensen for her
love and dedication to the
community’s continued
well-being, and to her success
in life as a person and as a
professional.
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Ifit were possible to bottle up just a qu

your happiness ¢ the world would be
a much better place. YO \ are beautiful, kind,

motivated, smart and bring joy and laughter to

e that is lucky enough to have you in

are going to do great things.

their lives. You
Thank you for beir

WE LOVE YOU!
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PARADE BLEACHER TICKETS
ON SALE NOW! J
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FRIDAY,
APRIL 10, 2026

LIVE OAK
BANK PAVILION

GET TICKETS AT NCAZALEAFESTIVAL.ORG

34 . 2026 North Carolina Azalea Festival Scholarship Pageant









