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 Nia Imani Franklin - Queen Azalea McKinley Lanier -   Princess Carli Batson - Miss North Carolina 2021

Ethan Hogan

Hannah Harvey 
Miss Emerald Ridge

Nia Imani Franklin is a composer, actress, and singer who has had her music 
performed by the Dallas Symphony Orchestra, Friction Quartet, and many 

others. Nia also became the Composer in Residence at Festival Napa Valley in 
2021, where she premiered several works and was awarded the Darioush and 

Shahpar Khaledi Prize for Excellence and Innovation in Classical Music. After 
concluding her Lincoln Center fellowship in New York City, she earned the 

jobs of Miss New York 2018 and Miss America 2019. She recently released her 
EP, “Extended,” which featured her RnB songs, and her viral 

orchestra piece, “Chrysalis Extended.”

Nia holds a bachelor’s degree in Music Composition and Theory from East 
Carolina University in Greenville, North Carolina, as well as a master’s degree 
in Music Composition from The University of North Carolina School of the 
Arts in Winston-Salem. In 2019, she founded Compose Her - an initiative 

that seeks to empower women in music.

McKinley Lanier, a junior from E.A. Laney High School, was crowned the 
2022 North Carolina Azalea Festival Princess during the 74th Annual North 
Carolina Azalea Festival Scholarship Pageant on Saturday, March 5th.  The 

event was held at Kenan Auditorium on the campus of the University of 
North Carolina at Wilmington.  McKinley is the daughter of Rodney and 

Glynnis Lanier. She and her court were selected from among 12 contestants 
representing 5 area high schools.  The court members include the following: 
1st Runner-Up from E.A. Laney High School, Devon Jones, 2nd Runner-Up, 
from Ashley High School, Ruby Moulton, 3rd Runner-Up, from Wilmington 
Early College, Rileigh Pedersen, and 4th Runner-Up, from John T. Hoggard 

High School, Maia Cankurtaran. 

At Laney, McKinley is involved in the Beta Club and the dance team. She is 
also in the dual-enrollment program at Cape Fear Community College. She 

is a competitive dancer, member of the Azalea Festival Youth Committee 
and a state volunteer for the Cue Center for Missing Person’s Safe and Found 

program. After graduation, she plans to go to college to pursue a degree 
Political Science and later attend law school.

This year, Junior and Senior girls from area high schools competed for the title 
based on a private interview with judges, evening gown competition and on-

stage presentation.  The Princess is the recipient of the Beverly Anne Jurgensen 
Scholarship Award, named after the beloved Past President of the NC Azalea 

Festival.  She will also have the option of a professional teeth whitening service, 
compliments of Dr. Sarah Pless at Renaissance Dental Studio.

John Delaney

Emily Muse
Miss Moore County

Max Burke

Lauryn Mallard 
Miss Randolph County

Rhett Rezendes

Taylor Stovall
Miss Goldsboro

Julian Ruffin

Karolyn Martin 
Miss Metrolina

Noah Kirk

Sarah Beth Howard
Miss Zebulon

Sean Vonberhaar

Karie Grace Shields
Miss Queen City

Grady Beasley

Julia DeSerio
Miss Sandhills

	 Ticket Price	 Wednesday April 6th                       Thursday April 7th                            Friday April 8th                               Saturday April 9th	  Sunday April 10th
Queen’s Coronation 
Celebration w/ 
Girl Named Tom

Live Oak Bank Pavillion Lawn: $5 
 

7:00pm

Brantley Gilbert Live Oak Bank Pavillion
Lawn: $48, 
Reserved Seating: $68, 
Orchestra Pit: $88

7:00pm

Piedmont Natural Gas 
Performing Arts Stage

Cape Fear Community 
College Parking Lot

General Admission 
Bleacher Seating $7 
and $10

12:30 - 5:00pm 12:30-5pm

After Garden Get Down Bluewater Grill FREE EVENT 3pm

Street Fair Presented 
by DGX

Downtown Wilmington FREE EVENT 6:00 - 10:00 pm
10am - 10pm 
Fireworks 9pm

10am - 6pm

REO Speedwagon Live Oak Bank Pavillion
Lawn: $39, 
Reserved Seating: $59, 
Orchestra Pit: $79

7:00pm

Queen’s Dinner & 
Dance Party

Bluewater Grill $65.00 6:30pm

Tunes & Blooms Presented 
by Wilmington Grill

Greenfield Lake 
Amphitheather

FREE EVENT 11:00 AM

Cypress Hill with 
Big Daddy Kane

Live Oak Bank Pavillion
Lawn: $42, 
Reserved Seating: $62, 
Orchestra Pit: $82

7:00pm

Parade Presented by 
Dollar General

Downtown Wilmington FREE EVENT 9:30 AM

Coin Show Elks Lodge FREE EVENT 10 - 5pm 10 - 4pm

Street Fair Children’s Area
Cape Fear Community 
College Parking Lot

FREE EVENT 12:30 - 5:00pm 12:30 - 5:00pm

Boxing Competition
Wilmington Convention 
Center

FREE EVENT 2 - 5pm 2 - 5pm

Port City Duck Dash Cape Fear River FREE EVENT 4pm

Fireworks Presented by
Corning Credit Union

Cape Fear River FREE EVENT 9pm

Bills East Coast Open - 
Volleyball Tournament

Capt’n Bills
Backyard Grill

FREE EVENT 11am

THE AZALEA FESTIVAL SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

The Queen’s Court and Cadet Escorts

Ex-P.O.W. Korean War
Brooke Eagle - Festival Artist Claire Curzan - Olympic Silver Medalist Anne Hawthorne - 2020 Queen Azalea Alex Highsmith - Pittsburgh Steelers Linebacker Allie Graziano - National Cherry Queen William F. Borer - Master Sergeant, U.S. Army [Ret.]
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Make Every Day 
Celebratoré

yeswayrose.com @yeswayrose

Yes Way Rosé © 2022 Imported by Prestige Beverage Group, Mendota Heights, MN
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